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The Totem Line
59 years of yachting – 60 years of friendship
In this issue: The first in a series of “Getting to Know You” articles that will be appearing in Totem Line,
this one about Ray and Char Sharpe. Pictures from Christmas party. Article from Boat US Magazine on
VHF Radio use. Don’t forget, Cincinati Chili and Salad Dinner ($7.00) followed by General Meeting
Tuesday, January 5th! Please bring raffle items for the Commodore’s Ball.

Upcoming Events

Leadership

Jan. 5……….Chili Dinner and General Meeting

Commodore………………………Mike Holman
Vice Commodore………….……......Cathy Betts
Rear Commodore………...…...Heidi Merrifield
Purser…………………………….....Sharon Nell
Yeoman………………………Barbara Berntsen

Commodore’s Report
See you at the meeting Tuesday, January 5th. My report will be sent separately, via email.
Mike Holman, Commodore

Vice Commodore’s Report
Hello. Hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas.
We are rolling into a new year for Totem Yacht Club. We have great new members who have agreed to join us in
leadership rolls for the 2016 year. I would like to thank everyone who was on the board last year who are stepping
down to make room for the new board members. I know we had an interesting year last year, we are all hoping this
year will be on an even keel and things will smooth out a little. We have several new members who I am sure will
bring lots of good ideas to help the club grow. I hope everyone will join us at meetings and go cruising with us. We
have been working on the cruise schedule and it should be out soon.
Well, I hope Commodore Mike will have a wonderful year. He will have 4 great women sitting up on that board to
support him this year. Not too bad odds, I would say.
Cathy Betts, Vice Commodore

Rear Commodore’s Report
Happy New Year! I’ve just returned from two weeks at sea aboard the Ruby Princess and as
their motto states, “have come back new.” I’m thrilled to be serving in 2016 as Rear
Commodore along with Cathy Betts as VC, and under Mike Holman’s watch as Commodore.
I’m pleased with the new structure and support for club functions and committee
participation. I am grateful to Provi Simpson for taking over building rental management, so
that duty will be handled professionally by an experienced member with local access. I still
have a lot to learn about the care and operations of the clubhouse and to review the existing
list to prioritize what to tackle this year.
Virginia Allard has assembled an impressive galley crew which has already planned out
meals for most meetings at $7 per person (plus a couple potlucks and dessert socials). The
meal calendar will be provided in the next issue to help you know ahead of time when showing up at 6:30 pm with
$7 means you’ll get fed and which few dates will require some planning to provide something for the meal. Be sure
to check out the Galley Report in each issue of Totem Line.
Although I’d gone shopping for the basics of my new uniform prior to
leaving on vacation, I hadn’t thought about the cap and tie (or details about
how to get them) until right before I left. While at sea I discovered my cell
coverage no longer worked, so I ended up doing last minute shopping on
Waikiki Beach on Christmas Eve! I can’t remember ever before actually
shopping that day! I was glad Verizon allowed me to order via my iPhone
the remaining items I needed through Lighthouse Uniforms from the
comfort of a beach chair while enjoying the surf and Diamond Head.
While I was at it, I also ordered another 3-year subscription to the Tidelog
– my favorite cruising tool. I’m excited to be handing off Fleet Captain
duties to Ron Reding and to sign-up for Totem cruises!
Heidi Merrifield, Rear Commodore

Commodore’s Ball coming soon: Virginia Allard reminds us that the Commodore’s Ball is just
around the corner. If anyone has anything they would like to donate for the raffle please bring it to the January
meeting. Thanks for your support, and Happy New Year!

Galley Report
Dinner of Cincinnati Chili and Salad will be provided at Tuesday’s general membership meeting at 6:30
for $7 per person.
Virginia Allard, Galley Steward

Sunshine Report
No report this month. Send Sunshine information to Louise at FBurns5105@aol.com, or call (253)
845-4326.

Area Fuel Prices https://activecaptain.com/fuelLists/fuelIndex.php
Current wind direction and speed conditions in Puget Sound:
http://i90.atmos.washington.edu/ferry/Ferryjs/mainframe1.htm
Webcams showing current coastal water conditions:
http://www.northwestwebcams.com/washington-web-cams.shtm#coastal

Fleet Captain’s Report
No report this month – watch for the 2016 Cruise Schedule, coming soon, and give us your feedback at the meeting
this week.
Ron Reding, Fleet Captain

Getting to Know You –
A new feature in Totem Line dedicated to helping us get to know one another. We will start off with an introduction
to Ray and Char Sharpe, recently awarded Life Membership. We hope everyone will be willing to share a little
personal information with us. We are working on a questionnaire of “story starters” that you can use, or you can write
your own. I will send these by email, and have copies available at the meeting Tuesday. Maybe some of you would
like to write about someone in the club who you feel has had a positive effect on you or the club. If you’d like to
volunteer, please send me your story at http://totemline@gmail.com
2015 Life Members – Ray and Char Sharpe
Contributed by Carolyn Hershberger
Ray and Char joined Totem Yacht Club in 1983, over 32 years ago. The dedication and love that
these two people have shared with Totem is unbelievable. Here are a few of the “memories and
accolades” for these two great people:
Ray was 2010 Commodore, served on the Board for a number of years, was Member of the Year in
2015 and built the Club Canopy in time for Sharon Nell’s Commodore’s Ball. He built Boat Floats
for Daffodil parades, and was the go-to maintenance guy for the Clubhouse.
Char was Yeoman for 3 years and Member of the Year for 1987 and 2000. She was Building manager for many
years, handling rentals and cleaning with Ray assisting her with repairs and building maintenance. She also served on
the Board and was the Totem Line editor for many years. Their Campion 25 was Boat of the Year in 1985.
Some of the fun times in the “old days”, where Ray and Char either chaired or participated included: Sleepovers at the
Clubhouse with the men fixing breakfast in the morning; “Blow the Stack” party when the Smelter stack came down;
Spring and Fall dances; Skits at the Bremerton Yacht Club; The annual November Women’s retreat to Reno.
Next time you see them at the club, be sure to give them a big THANK YOU and congratulations on being Life
Members.

VHF Radio Protocol

By Lenny Rudow

New to Boating? Need a Refresher on proper VHF Radio use?
(From Boat US Magazine, http://www.boatus.com/magazine/2015/december/vhf-radioprotocol.asp?utm_source=BMAG&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=bmag_art2_1215 )

Here's how to use your VHF radio the right way so you can be understood, and get what you need.
Many boaters never take the time to learn how to properly use one of the most important pieces of safety gear on
board your boat: the VHF radio. If you need to call for help, don't you want that call to be heard as clearly as
possible? And if you're using the VHF for communications of convenience, you certainly don't want to step on an
emergency transmission, do you? So let's dive right into the do's and don'ts of VHF protocol.
Know Thy Channel
Rule No. 1: Respect the channel designations, especially those of the "big three." Channel 16 is reserved for
distress and safety calls and for contact calls to other vessels or shore stations. Channel 13 is used for vessel
bridge-to-bridge communications and is heavily trafficked by commercial ships for intership navigation. And
Channel 22A is used for safety broadcasts and U.S. Coast Guard communications; after hailing on 16, you're
usually asked to switch to 22A. Because of congestion on 16, Channel 9 has been designated as an alternate
contact-calling channel between pleasure vessels and to shore stations but, except in some areas, the Coast Guard
doesn't transmit safety messages on 9. You should always monitor 16 in case a nearby boat needs help and to
hear Coast Guard safety messages. Ideally, it's good to have two VHFs, one set on 9 and another tuned to 16.
Do regular radio checks, but do them on a recreational communications channel, not on 16, 9, 22 or any other
restricted channel. Something the authorities find quite aggravating is when a recreational boater calls on an
emergency channel requesting a "radio check." Hailing "TowBoatUS" on 68 is an easy way to conduct a check.
What channels should you use for regular conversations? Channels 68, 69, 71, 72, and 78A are considered noncommercial channels, and in most areas, 68 and 72 are commonly used by the recreational-boating community.
But remember that the VHF is officially for "operational" purposes. This can be as informal as passing on a
weather report, but conversations about what the dog chewed up yesterday are inappropriate. Some channels,
such as 70, have restricted use, and you can't use them for voice communications.
Whatever type of conversation you may be having, remember that no one else within a 20-mile range can talk on
that channel while you're talking. Considering the limited number of appropriate channels, an extended
conversation can inconvenience a large number of other boaters. So keep your VHF communications brief and to
the point. If you're communicating with a boat that's close by (within a mile or two), you should switch over to
low power. Both fixed-mount and handheld VHFs have low-power settings, which limit the range of your
broadcast and thereby limit the number of other boaters you may be blocking out due to your transmission.
Remember that everyone can hear you. It's very easy to offend a large number of people on the VHF, and there
are often small children listening.
Emergency Signaling
In an emergency, your broadcast needs to be more structured. With the radio tuned to Channel 16 and the power
set to high, begin your broadcast by stating either "Mayday" or "Pan-pan" three times over. Mayday is used when
you're in a life-threatening situation. Pan-pan is the appropriate call to make when you're in a bad situation that
isn't life threatening at the moment but could become life threatening. Next, state your vessel's name, latitude and
longitude, a brief description of your boat, and the nature of your emergency. Speak slowly and clearly, and wait
for a response from the Coast Guard. Once the Coast Guard knows the exact situation and location, be ready for
some follow-up questions. You're likely to be asked about such things as the size and type of the boat you're on,
the number and age of the people on board, and whether anyone has any medical training, if it's applicable to the
situation.

Listen to make sure that the channel is clear before transmitting. Even if you don't get an answer, continue
making the emergency broadcast with those first three vital bits of information. The authorities (or perhaps a
nearby pleasure boater) may be listening, even if you can't hear them calling back. Usually the best way to make
sure your vital info gets through with no confusion or mistakes is to ensure that you have digital selective calling
(DSC) active on your radio. This requires a Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI) number and a link to your
GPS, unless you've got a newer VHF with a built-in GPS. When you press the DSC "panic button" on the VHF,
the radio will automatically transmit your vessel information and exact location. And since it's digitally
processed and uses narrow receiver bandwidth, it also boosts range over normal voice communications.
If you know for a fact that you haven't activated DSC, check out the article "Setting Up A VHF Radio With Digital
Selective Calling", which tells you how to integrate your VHF and GPS. Then visit the MMSI Registration page (free for
members) to get an MMSI number and register your radio.
Think of VHF communications like the highways and byways of our nation. They're public, everyone uses them,
and everyone benefits from them. But they can become clogged with overuse and unpleasant due to discourtesy.
Follow the proper VHF protocol, and everyone will be in for a better boating experience — and a safer one, too.

Pictures from the Christmas Party

