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The Totem Line
59 years of yachting – 60 years of friendship
In this issue: Corrected Event Schedule for 2016. Flyers for Longbranch Cruise, Des Moines Yacht Club
Ball, and the South Sound Boat Show. Reciprocal Club Leadership. Don’t forget – Shepard’s Pie dinner
($6) and General Meeting Tuesday, March 1st. Please bring items for the Swap Meet.

Upcoming Events

Mar. 1st ……..Irish Dinner and General Meeting
Mar. 5th ….....Des Moines YC Commodore’s Ball
Mar. 11-13……...Opening Cruise to Longbranch
Mar. 17-20…South Sound Boat Show/Swap Meet
April 2nd………………...TOA Commodore’s Ball
Apr. 9…………..House and Grounds Work Party

Leadership
Commodore………………………Mike Holman
Vice Commodore………….……......Cathy Betts
Rear Commodore………...…...Heidi Merrifield
Purser…………………………….....Sharon Nell
Yeoman………………………Barbara Berntsen
Fleet Captain………………………..Ron Reding

Commodore’s Report
Ahoy, My Totem Friends,
Well, here we are and another month has passed us by. My, how time flies when you are having
fun. Inside are several reports from various members of the Bridge and Club leadership. Take a
few moments to read them and note the dates of important events. Over the next couple of
months there are many activities to get out and enjoy club activities with your Totem friends and
others. You should be receiving this Totem Line on Saturday, February 27th. Tonight is the
annual Totem Commodore's Ball, a semi-formal event with dinner, dancing, and members of
our reciprocal yacht clubs. If you didn't get tickets but have decided you would like to attend
please give Provi Simpson or Sharon Nell a call. I am sure we can make room for more of our members. This is the
leadoff ball this year, and frankly is a blast.
Coming up on March 5th, we have the Des Moines Yacht Club Ball, to which all Totem members are invited. We
have a great relationship with DMYC with several cross-over members so we really like TYC to be overwhelmingly
represented. It's a great night in a great club. Contact our Vice Commodore Cathy Betts for more information and
reservations.
On March 11th, 12th, and 13th, we have our opening cruise to Longbranch in the South Sound. This opens our
cruising season, gives everyone a chance to get reacquainted, and is the formal Blessing of the Totem
Fleet. Contact Fleet Captain Ron Reding for reservations. This is a rain or shine outing. Since we have docks with
shelter and power, there is no need to be cold or wet.
On March 17th thru the 20th we have the South Sound Boat Show at the Tacoma Dome. Just as we did last year, we
will have a Totem booth right at the entry way to the main exhibition place. The booth shows off Totem and enables
us to recruit and sign new members. We need volunteers to man the booth and work alongside members of the
bridge. We will need coverage for all hours of the show. More information to follow. Contact me at 253-2224461 or e-mail me at mike.zboat@gmail.com if you are available to work.

Coming up in April are the TOA Commodore's Ball (April 2nd), the Totem Spring house and grounds party on
Saturday April 9th, Tacoma Yacht Club Daffodil weekend with the boat parade on April 15th thru 17th, and the Fox
Island Yacht Club ball on April 23rd.
Tuesday night, March 2nd is our General Membership meeting. Besides our normal business and dinner we will be
spending time in small groups planning our TYC Daffodil activities. There is much to do, and only a short time
period in which to do it. Besides our Flag ship, we are going to sponsor a Theme boat which will need to have a
float designed and built, a separate crew, and a lot of hands working on it to decorate it and un-decorate it. There is
much to do and we need as many hands on deck as possible.
Finally, Cathy Betts is in the final stages of preparing the membership book for 2016. Please review your contact
information in the 2015 book and let her know if anything has changed, as once we go to print we will not be able to
make changes.
I'll see you on the water.
Mike Holman, Commodore

Vice Commodore’s Report
Hello all,
It’s been a very busy month, getting ready to head to the club to finish up decorating for the
Commodore’s Ball Saturday. I know it’s going to be a great night for all. I want to thank
everyone who has helped with this event.
We also have lots of fun things coming up next month. Please get all your boating items that are
just laying around and bring them to the meeting Tuesday, so Ron and I can take them to the
Des Moines Swap Meet on Saturday, March 19th. If you can't make it, please call Ron and we will figure something
out to pick up your donations. Also on that weekend is the South Sound Boat Show. Last year we had several new
members join because of our booth. Please let Mike know if you can come and help on that weekend. We need to
promote our club. We have Daffodil Weekend coming up. We will have a flagship and a float, so please come help
us with ideas to decorate. We also need people to be in the token parade and help us win.
Hope to see everyone at Tuesday’s meeting.
Have a great Month - See you all soon.
Cathy Betts, Vice Commodore

Rear Commodore’s Report
Linda Harms lined up someone to take care of waxing the floors in time for the Commodore’s
Ball and Ray Sharpe and Ron Reding took care of the faucet install, so be sure to thank them for
helping to keep our club beautiful. After the ball, Mark Girolami will be shampooing the
carpets. We were going to have it done before the ball, but decided it made more sense to do
afterwards, since the catering will be served in that area.
Febuary’s pizza dinner was well-attended, and it was nice to get to visit with more people
during the mealtime before the meeting. Thanks to Mike Holman for picking up the pizzas, Lyle
Kagey for baking them in the ovens and JoAnn Kagey for making a yummy salad to go with it,
and bringing a decadent selection of desserts.

Past Commodore Carolyn Hershberger is managing the bar and taking requests, so she can keep it stocked with your
favorite beverage. Please be sure to donate cash to help keep beverages available at our meetings.
Provi reports rentals continue to go strong. After each meeting we need to be sure the clubhouse is cleaned up so it is
ready to go for the next event. At the meeting we’ll provide instructions on what is needed (i.e. whether to stack
chairs, sweep the floor, take out trash, or anything else.) If folks help out with these tasks before visiting on their
way out after the meeting, it will make it easier for us to wrap up before it gets so late, since this is a work night with
early mornings for many of us. Your assistance with this area is greatly appreciated.
Please let me know if you’ll be available to help out on our House and Grounds on Saturday, April 9th from 9am1pm. I’ll have a sign-up list at the meeting. We’ll serve donuts, coffee and juice for breakfast, and then turkey wraps
for lunch, so a head-count of potential attendees will help with planning. So far a few tasks have been identified:
Inside – replace thermostat with a dial version, clean galley, organize the back office storage space, and wash
windows; Outside – clean downspouts, weed, and bark TBD. Provi will let us know if there will be a rental that
evening; if so we may wrap up a little earlier.
Heidi Merrifield, Rear Commodore

Sunshine Report
Charlene Sharpe had surgery February 9th. She is home and doing well. I have no further report, so
hopefully, everyone else is well. You can contact me at FBurns5105@a0l.com or at (253) 845-4326 .
Louise Burns, Sunshine

Galley Report and Menus for 2016 Meetings
Dinners before the general meetings will be provided for $6 each month, and Tuesday’s dinner will
be Irish Shepard Pie, salad and mint chocolate chip ice cream, hosted by Val, Sally and JoAnn.
April 5 - Hamburgers, Potato salad, Chips and condiments.
May 3 - Taco night - Hosted by Tim Reding
June 7 - BYOM (Bring your on meat) BBQ with side dishes, salad and dessert.
September 7 - Potato Bar
October 4 - Bratwurst and German potato salad. Hosted by the Merrifield's.
November 1 - Soup Night - Need 10 volunteers to bring soups.
We are looking for volunteers to host any of the non-hosted meals mentioned above. There will be
a sign up sheet at March’s meeting!
Joann Kagey, Galley Steward

Area Fuel Prices https://activecaptain.com/fuelLists/fuelIndex.php
Current wind direction and speed conditions in Puget Sound:
http://i90.atmos.washington.edu/ferry/Ferryjs/mainframe1.htm
Webcams showing current coastal water conditions:
http://www.northwestwebcams.com/washington-web-cams.shtm#coastal

Fleet Captain’s Report
Greetings from Fleet;
I am looking forward to getting some boating time in for 2016! I hope to get my new Radar, Plotter, and Sonar
system installed and a couple of maintenance things taken care of before our openning season cruise to
Longbranch March 11th, 12th, and 13th. I have been behind schedual with a bum back, but a little operation, and now it
looks like smooth cruising ahead! If not, I plan on going anyway, rain or shine! I hope to see a bunch of you there.
Please call me (253 279 0314) or Tim Reding (253 905 9573) if you are planning to come ASAP, so we can plan for
meals.
I would also like to hear from any of you interested in helping with our Dafodill Float. We will start with planning
meetings this month! The date has not been set, but preliminary discussions have begun, so call me, please, for more
info, or watch for an email blast from Patty.
Smooth Cruising;
Ron Reding, Fleet Captain

Getting to Know You –
A new feature in Totem Line dedicated to helping us get to know one another. This month we feature “Memories of
Our Years with Totem Yacht Club” by Bernie Merrifield, and an introduction of Rocci and Sharon Blair, written by
Carolyn Hershberger. We hope everyone will be willing to share a little personal information with us. Included in this
issue are some questions you might consider as “Story Starters” as you write about you and your family, or maybe
you would like to write about someone in the club who you feel has had a positive effect on you or the club. If you’d
like to volunteer, please send me your story at http://totemline@gmail.com

Possible outline or “Story Starters” for getting to know you, or another Totem member
you would like to write about:
1. Name and family members
2. Position in the Club, if any (include any past positions you have held, if you want) This could include
leadership positions, or maybe you were in charge of the galley, clubhouse maintenance, Totem Line, etc. Any
“traditions” you were involved in starting?
3. Boat name (if any) and some information about your boat (including “interesting boating experiences”) or past
boats or other boating information or experiences you’d like to share. How did you get into boating?
4. Membership in Totem Yacht Club – how long? How did you learn about TYC, or what attracted you to TYC?
5. Hobbies or interests outside of boating you’d like to share? How did you get interested/involved in them?
6. Career or job information you’d like to share?
7. How about some personal story or anecdote(s) that would help us get to know you as an individual? As
possible starters, what’s the wackiest thing you’ve ever done, on or off a boat? What’s your all-time favorite
book or movie, or a recent book or movie you’d like to recommend? What’s the best “fish story” or joke
you’ve heard lately? What is something no one would guess about you? How about some boating advice?

Totem’s Official Opening of Cruise Season

Longbranch Cruise

Let’s dust off your boat and get ready for this years cruising season! Catch the
tides down and back to Longbranch and join us for our 1st weekend cruise of 2016!
Fri. 3/11:
Arrival – anytime Friday!
4:00 pm on - Chili & chili dogs on the dock, bring your own refreshments.
Let’s hook-up for happy hour at 5:00.
Sat. 3/12:
Breakfast on the dock.
1:00 pm - Blessing of the Fleet – By: Commodore Mike
Games, games, and more games!! Please bring your favorite board games to play.
Hors d’oeuvres & Potluck Dinner – Please bring a special dish to share and enjoy.
Sun. 3/13:
Depart at your leisure.
For 2 wonderful meals it will only cost you $10.00 per person for the weekend!
Please RSVP to your fleet captain as soon as possible.
Drive overs are always welcome.
Hosted by: Tim Reding, Linda Harms, VJ & Debbie Suttmeier
(253) 905-9573

Corrected Cruise and Event Schedule for 2016
Cruise - Destination
Totem Blessing of the Fleet
Longbranch Marina

Reserved
#
Tim
Reding

Marine Daffodil Tacoma Yacht Club
Seattle Open Seattle Yacht Club
Boy scouts Blake Island Marina

Memorial Day Port of Poulsbo Marina

First Mates Bell Harbor Marina, Seattle
Kid's Cruise Des Moines, Marina
Penrose State Park
(Anchor Out)
South Sound Cruise - TBD
Labor Day Arabella's Landing,
Gig Harbor
Halloween w/DMYC Port Orchard Marina
Turkey Cruise
Des Moines Marina
Special People's - Dock Street/
Foss Waterway (event Dec 3)
Lighted Boat Parade Dock Street Marina, Tacoma

Mar 11,12,13, No Reservations needed
Reserve slip by Fri, Mar xx - see form at
www.tacomayachtclub.org (click on Daffodil logo). Moorage is
complimentary; optional meal deal $xx per person for the
weekend)
Reserve slip by Thurs, Apr xx - see form at
www.seattleyachtclub.org (click on Opening Day logo). Moorage is
complimentary.
Fleet Captain coordinate Totem participants with scouts

Gallington
n=15
slips?

Fleet Captain coordinates Totem slip reservations. Slips $0.90/ft
(min 30');
(Activity float free if 20 boats); 360-779-9905 ext1
(PREPAID $5 per boat fee for 2016 n=15?)
ANCHOR OUT
http://www.gigharborchamber.net/index.php/about-us/chamberannual-events/maritime-gig-festival
ANCHOR OUT
(Independence Day is on Monday)
Two week cruise in July (back by July 22 for Port Orchard
Commodore's cruise?)

Blessing of the Fleet Gig Harbor (Anchor Out)
Independence Day Quartermaster (Anchor Out)
San Juan's Cruise - TBD
Tacoma Maritime Festival - Foss
Waterway
Commodore's Port Orchard Marina
Summer Cruise - TBD

Details

Holman
n=10

Merrifield
n=10

n=8
Tim
Reding

Cathy &
Ron
n=5
Allard
n=10

(Foss waterway event - membership booth)
360-876-5535 to confirm 48 hours prior;
$36 per night + $0.90/ft >40ft; $5 per boat fee
TBD in vacinity of Port Orchard to Bell Harbor
206-615-3952 to prepay first night by June 29, $1.35/ft;
(PREPAID $5 per boat fee for 2016 N=10)
206-824-5700 for Moorage: 0'-30'=$20; 31'-50'= .75/ft; ($5 per boat
fee due month prior N=8) (Cabana free w/5 boats)
ANCHOR OUT
$1.50/ft; no res fee
($100 for net shedx2 Sat/Sun)
members confirm week prior
360-876-5535 to confirm 48 hours prior;
$36 per night + $0.90/ft >40ft (DMYC paid fees)
206-824-5700 for Moorage:
0'-30'=$20; 31'-50'= .75/ft; ($5 per boat fee due month prior,
Cabana free w/5 boats)
Fleet Captain coordinates Totem participants w/Tacoma and Day
Island YC
Fleet Captain coordinates Totem participants w/Tacoma YC

Totem YC will have two booths at the
17th Annual Indoor & Outdoor

Saturday March19, 2016
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
The largest Indoor Marine Swap Meet in the Northwest

Buy / Sell / Swap / Browse
Marine Equipment, Accessories, Electronics, Tools,
Boats, Trailers, Dinghies, Books, etc.
Des Moines Yacht Club
22737 Marine View Drive
I-5 Exit 149 to Des Moines

This will be a fund-raiser for Totem YC. If you have any
marine or nautical items in serviceable condition you
would care to donate, we will do our best to sell them, with
the proceeds going to Totem. Articles that do not sell may
be returned to donor. To arrange delivery or pick-up or if
you have any questions contact Ron Reding at
253-279-0314 or
r_reding@comcast.net
And be sure to stop by the Swap Meet at Des Moines YC
on March 19.

Reciprocal Club Leadership

Reciprocal Leadership

COMMODORE

VICE COMMODORE

REAR COMMODORE

Mike Holman

Cathy Betts

Heidi Merrifield

Neil Kelly

Brian Wood

Joe McCaslin

Corinna Daniels

Dave McKeen

Dave Hoover

Bruce MacDonald
Steve Carey

Tony Isaacs
Cindy Hanson

Tracy Butzko

Steve Larson

Wayne Davidson

Jerry Marzano

Totem

Ball Feb 27

Des Moines
Ball Mar 5

TOA

Ball Apr 2

Fox Island
Ball Apr 23

Carling
Ball Sept 24

Viking
Ball Oct – TBD

