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Mark Your Calendar!
Click for the: 2022 Cruise Calendar or

2022 Social Calendar

Please join us in-person for our general meeting on Tues. June 7 at 6:30 for dinner and 7:30 for
the meeting. BYOM (bring your own meat) to grill. Enjoy a free potato bar with all the fixings
from Tess, Andy and the galley crew. There is no charge for this dinner.
The June 21 board meeting will be both in person and Zoom. If you would like to participate by
zoom, contact Yeoman Barb Bernsten barb@bluedolfininteriors.com.

Totem General Meetings are the 1st Tuesday of each month (unless otherwise announced). When in-person,
dinner is at 6:30 with the meeting starting at 7:30. If meetings need to be conducted remotely, information will be
provided to all members. There are no meetings in July and August.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=0ba0cd9d5b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1734745140983901695%7Cmsg-f%3A1734745140983…
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Board Meetings are the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30. Members are welcome to attend. Minutes of board
meetings are available by request; contact the Yeoman. There are no meetings in July and August.

From Commodore Randy Kenyon: Avast there maties! We has a great May,
starting with Seattle Opening Day. It was well attended by Totem with Satisfaction,
Vigilant, Rehab, Life Less Ordinary, and Lucky Dog II as the officers' boat for the
parade.
A big thank you to Vice Commodore Matt Ales and Debbie for filing in for me at the
South Sound Opening in Des Moines as I was stricken with Covid.
The Scouts Cruise to Blake Island saw Lucky Dog II, 2 Hip'notic, Satisfaction, Sea
Dancer, Our Happy Place 2.0, and Life Less Ordinary. We happily provided lunch and
dinner for the Scouts and Sea Scouts. They put in a lot of hard work on a gorgeous
weekend.
We topped off the month with a well attended cruise to Kingston. There were 16
Totem boats -- to many to name -- plus 4 who came by car. Thanks to Al & Sally
Vraspir for hosting. If you've considered hosting, talk to them. They spread the work
for the meals among everyone, so everyone did just a little. And they kept us
entertained with bocci ball and corn hole during breaks in the rain. Thanks to the
marina for hosting a hot dog lunch for Totem and the other two clubs: West Seattle
YC and Seabacs.
Ray Aldridge has stepped down as fleet captain. Debbie Ales has stepped up and
was approved at the May board meeting. Ray, thanks for all your work setting up
the cruises for this year.
See you out on the water!
Vice Commodore Matt Ales: Fellow Totem YC members, the summer boating
season is upon us in full force (if it ever stops raining). Please take a look at the
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=0ba0cd9d5b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1734745140983901695%7Cmsg-f%3A1734745140983…
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Fleet Captain's report for a list of upcoming cruises and refer to the Totem Cruise
and Social calendars. I don't think you will be disappointed at the fun and
camaraderie at the cruises. Speaking of that, I want to share a picture that I took
at the Memorial Day Weekend Cruise from where I'm writing this report. Friday was
pretty windy during the day and that made docking more difficult. The picture below
is pretty representative of the kind of help that members can expect from other
members at cruises. This is just one of the many things that makes me proud to be
a member of Totem. See you out there.

Rear Commodore Mike Holman: Ahoy Totem Members!
Rentals: Jenny reports that we have no new rentals since our last report. However,
we have had one cancellation: The Lego Camp for June was cancelled due to a lack
of registrations. Since it was cancelled inside the deadline they forfeit the $500
damage deposit for that week resulting in a net loss to expected rental income of
$1,900.
Facilities Improvement Committee: We had our first meeting before the last General
Membership meeting. The committee's objective is to create a comprehensive plan
and timeline for improvements to the clubhouse that enhances membership
enjoyment and rental attractiveness. The committee will identify various projects,
prioritize them as to the order in which they should be accomplished, determine a
cost analysis for each project, determine an initial budget (which will change as
costs change), and a schedule.
It is our goal to be able to return to the membership with a report and proposed
schedule in October. There will be projects to be acted upon over the summer
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=0ba0cd9d5b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1734745140983901695%7Cmsg-f%3A1734745140983…
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related to structural integrity of the club house, safety, and improving our
maintenance capability. For instance we have some concerns about certain trim
boards on the outside of the club house that appear to be rotting. Since these are
integral to keeping rain water from seeping into the building structure, we will
replace those that have rot. The deck railing and some of the decking need
attention. Inside the clubhouse we need to be better equipped to clean floors; to
that end we are looking to install a mop sink. Finally, our awning is beginning to tear
and degrade and will need replacement in the near future. Several other items,
including the galley, are on our list, and will be part of the overall project, but not in
the immediate future.
While it appears that we have significant cash at this, time some of our projects will
be costly, and with the serious threat of a recession we will move cautiously. Initially
we will tackle those involving safety and structural integrity.
As the committee works on these items we wish you all a great summer out on the
water.

Jr. Past Commodore Kris Huber: Coming to you once again from the Upper
Helm! What a glorious day! Does it feel like spring is finally here? Maybe not, but it
doesn’t matter. Boating season is in full swing now. We boat in the PNW, so it
doesn’t matter if sunny or raining. Recently coming off the daddy of all the cruises,
Seattle Opening Day! And it was a hit. Not quite back to full capacity as in the past,
but there was a very large attendance on Dock Zero. Even the Canadians made it.
Tells us that we are on our way back to normal again. And it feels great.
Getting ready for the unofficial start of summer with Memorial Day. We have a lot of
boats and people coming. This just being the start of the new boating season. We
have plenty on tap for June. And then we are off for a full summer of activities and
cruises.
Come join us…and see you on the water!

Fleet Captain Report ~ Debbie Ales
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=0ba0cd9d5b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1734745140983901695%7Cmsg-f%3A1734745140983…
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Click for the: 2022 Cruise Calendar or 2022 Social Calendar
The summer cruising season is here! Now if we could just get some warmer and dryer
weather. This month we had the Seattle Opening Day, the South Sound Open, the Boy Scout
cruise to Blake Island and the Memorial Day cruise to Kingston. Thank you to our host Rick
Demere for the Boy Scout cruise and to Sally and Al for the Memorial Day cruise. Also thank you
to Ray Aldridge for doing all the hard work of setting up all of the cruises for 2022.
If you plan to attend the Kids' Cruise, we've learned recently that Dockton Marina has recently
re-opened. Please let me know if you want to keep our current plans for Eagle Harbor, or look at
returning to Dockton.

Sign Up for Totem Cruises!
Please sign up for our cruises. It makes it so much easier for me to contact you if we are aware
that you plan to attend a cruise. Sometimes, there are adjustments to be made or last minute
information to share. You can sign up using the Evite link OR sign up in the paper book OR send
me an email at alesmw161@gmail.com.

For cruises listed here, the first link is to the evite sign-up. The second link is for a downloadable
flyer. Details on each cruise with a flyer are included at the end of this newsletter.
Blessing of the Fleet (evite link) in Gig Harbor (anchor out), June 3 - 5. Click here
for the flyer. This cruise needs a host!
Joint cruise with Viking YC (evite link), June 10 - 12. RSVPs were due May 27 to
Gary Anspach at anspach@comcast.net so connect ASAP if you haven't already
done so. The cost is $25 per person, $15 age 11-18, $10 age 6-10, free 5 and
under. Click here for the flyer.
First Mates Cruise (evite link) to Dock St. Marina, June 24 - 26. This is a great
event to drive to. It all starts with dinner at Zeek's. Click here for the flyer.
Independence Day in Quartermaster Harbor (evite link), July 1 - 4 (anchor out).
Click here for the flyer.
Commodore's Cruise to Poulsbo (evite link), July 15 - 17. Please do not call
Poulsbo marina to pay. The club has already paid the reservation fee for 20
slips. Do let me know if you will be attending so I can work out a dock plan
for Totem.
Torchlight Parade Cruise (evite link) to Bell Harbor, July 29 - 31. Click here for the
flyer.
Kids Cruise (evite link) to Eagle Harbor City Dock, Aug. 5 - 7
Penrose State Park (evite link) Aug. 26 - 28 (anchor out)
Labor Day Cruise (evite link) to Bremerton, Sept. 2 - 5
Cruise North Sound & San Juans (evite link), Sept. 6 - 18
Halloween Kids Cruise (evite link) to Seaport Museum Dock, Oct 7 - 9 (this is a
great event to drive to)
Halloween Cruise with DMYC (evite link) to Port Orchard, Oct. 14 - 16
Turkey Cruise (evite link) to Des Moines Marina, Nov. 25 - 27
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=0ba0cd9d5b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1734745140983901695%7Cmsg-f%3A1734745140983…
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Lighted Boat Parade (evite link) at the Seaport Museum Dock, Dec 16 - 18/to be
confirmed.

Cruising to Canada
The sailing restrictions for entering Canada have changed recently and are more relaxed than
they have been these last 2 years. If you are planning to cruise up north, check out the newly
published rules for entry to Canada here: https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid
AEDs (Automated External Defibrillators) are onboard Simple Dreams (Ray and Shelan
Aldridge's) and Our Happy Place 2.0 (Roger & Linda Landers).

Several members have been sick recently, ranging from cancer (in recovery!) to
Covid (mostly mild cases). We trust everyone is on a path to recovery or is already
there.
If you have information about an illness, injury, surgery, or death that you would
like Totem members to know about contact Sunshine Chair Patty Chastain so we can
offer support. You can reach Patty at 253.670.3072 or pattychastain@yahoo.com.

Membership/Heidi Merrifield
Please welcome our newest social members Neil Williams & Kim Laramee. They do
own a boat, but it is on Lake Tahoe. They are interested in learning about boating
opportunities in the Puget Sound. They are active professionally and socially in the
boating community. They were sponsored by Andy & Tess Costner.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=0ba0cd9d5b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1734745140983901695%7Cmsg-f%3A1734745140983…
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If you know of anyone interested in joining Totem Yacht Club, please help them
complete the application form on our website along with your signature as sponsor.
To download the application form, go to www.totemyachtclub.com. Select “Join Totem

Yacht Club” from the left side menu, and then at the bottom of the page is a link to
download the form for them to complete and mail to the clubhouse. If I receive
applications without a sponsor, then I’ll conduct an initial interview and sponsor
them myself.
Send membership inquiries to Heidi Merrifield at Merrhc1@gmail.com or TotemYach
tClub@gmail.com.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=0ba0cd9d5b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1734745140983901695%7Cmsg-f%3A1734745140983…
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Baseball-style hats are available! If
you signed up for a hat, Sally will
have it for you at a cruise or general
meeting. There are a few extras
beyond those that were ordered that
will be available at the June general
meeting.

Membership Directory Online
Updates for June 1:
Debbie Ales as Fleet Captain
New members Neil Williams & Kim Laramee added
Printed copies of the directory are available at general meetings. If you can't make it to a general
meeting or have challenges with the electronic copy, reach out and we can mail it to you.
TotemYachtClub@gmail.com
Locking Thru the Ballard Locks
Totem Education Series
YouTube: How to Navigate

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=0ba0cd9d5b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1734745140983901695%7Cmsg-f%3A1734745140983…
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2022 Board of Trustees
Andy Coster (2021 - 2022) l Linda Harms (2021 - 2022) l Noreen Jensen (2022 2023) l Al Vraspir (2021 - 2022) l Val Watson (2022)

2022 Appointed Chairs
Archives – Bob Watson l Bar – Linda Harms l Bylaws – Jenny Kenyon l Clothing – Sally
Vraspir l Education - TBD l Facebook Manager - TBD l Galley Manager – Andy & Tess
Costner l IOBG Delegate – Ron Reding l Membership – Heidi Merrifield l Membership
Directory - Jenny Kenyon l RBAW Delegate - Matt Ales l Reciprocal Manager – Rick
Boskovich l Rental Manager – Jenny Kenyon l Sergeant at Arms – Julie Boitano l Sunshine –
Patty Chastain l Totem Line – Jenny Kenyon
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